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For fundamental, interdisciplinary advancements in discovering the processes by which terrestrial 
ecosystems influence climate, and for outstanding communication between the atmospheric and 

biological sciences



For developing data analysis techniques that enabled important advances in the scientific 
and operational application of terrestrial remote sensing products 



For advancing scientific understanding of the causes and impacts of Atlantic multidecadal 
variability and Arctic sea ice variations through insightful analysis of models and 

observations

Rong Zhang received her Ph. D. from MIT in 2001. She is 
head of the Ocean and Cryosphere division at NOAA/GFDL. 
Her research focuses on Atlantic multidecadal variability and 
associated decadal predictability, and the role of Atlantic 
meridional overturning circulation (AMOC) in many regional 
phenomena, such as Gulf Stream separation, Intertropical 
Convergence Zone shift, Atlantic hurricane activity, and 
Arctic sea ice extent. She is an AMS Fellow and serves as 
editor of Journal of Climate.









From an early age John was fascinated with wind, clouds 
and storms.  He received a bachelors and masters degree 
from UCLA and his PhD from MIT, all in meteorology.  John 
strives to combine observational and theoretical 
understanding of weather processes to improve forecasting 
and has been privileged to work with outstanding colleagues 
over the years, most recently on development of NOAA’s 
High-Resolution Rapid Refresh (HRRR) convection-allowing 
forecast model, a realization of a half-century dream.







For providing thorough and quality reviews that were helpful for the authors and resulted in 
improved manuscripts

Trent Ford is the Illinois State Climatologist at the Illinois 
State Water Survey, as part of the University of Illinois' 
Prairie Research Institute. His research interests include soil 
moisture, land-atmosphere interactions, and monitoring and 
predicting extreme climate events such as drought and heat 
waves. A native of Roanoke, Illinois, Ford received his B.S. 
in geography from Illinois State University and his M.S. and 
Ph.D in geography from Texas A&M University.







Associate Professor, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia



Dr. Francis Zwiers is a statistician and climatologist who 
directs of the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium at the 
University of Victoria. He previously served in multiple roles 
at the Climate Research Division of Environment and 
Climate Change Canada and has served as Lead Author, 
Coordinating Lead Author and Bureau member in the IPCC. 
Dr. Zwiers is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, the 
American Geophysical Union and the American 
Meteorological Society.





Jackson Tan is an associate scientist with the Universities 
Space Research Association at NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center. His research focuses on satellite retrievals of 
precipitation, the Global Precipitation Measurement mission, 
the ground validation of precipitation products, and the 
relationship between clouds and precipitation. He is part of 
the algorithm development team for the NASA IMERG 
precipitation product. He received his Ph.D. in atmospheric 
sciences from Monash University in Australia in 2014.



















Graham Clarkson is a Senior Research Fellow and Project 
Manager for the Participatory Integrated Climate Services 
for Agriculture (PICSA) approach. His research integrates 
both qualitative and quantitative methods with expertise in 
participatory approaches for research and practical 
application. He has considerable experience of research 
into agricultural innovation systems in sub-Saharan Africa, 
the Caribbean, South America and Asia.



















































James (Jim) W. Hurrell is a Professor and the Scott 
Presidential Chair of Environmental Science and 
Engineering at Colorado State University. Jim's research has 
centered on empirical and modeling studies and diagnostic 
analyses to better understand climate variability and climate 
predictability. He has most recently served as the President 
of the Atmospheric Sciences Section of the American 
Geophysical Union (AGU). He is a Fellow of the Royal 
Meteorological Society, the AGU, and the AMS.




















